
A Druid Ceremony for the

2017 is the 800th anniversary of the Forest Charter, an addition to 
Magna Carta that re-established rights of access for free men to the royal 
forests that had been eroded by William the Conqueror and his heirs. To 
celebrate this anniversary, the Woodland Trust and its partners are calling 
for a new Charter for Trees, Woods and People, recognising the importance 
of trees in our society, celebrating their enormous contribution to our lives, 
and encouraging action now so that future generations can benefit from 
them too. To this end, events and celebrations are being held across Britain 
throughout 2017, culminating in the official launch of the new Charter for 
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Trees in November. Given the number of trees currently under threat from 
various diseases, this seems a particularly apposite time to be increasing 
awareness of, and care for, our woodlands.

As Druids, we work with the spirits of trees and know that trees are 
beneficial to human health and well-being in many ways. Our Druid 
forebears gathered in sacred groves for teaching, healing and ceremonies, 
and we too feel a deep kinship and connection with trees. 'Spirits of the |
Trees' is a project supported by the Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids, the 
British Druid Order, and The Druid Network, the aim of which is to ensure 
that the Charter for Trees reflects the fact that trees have a spiritual as well 
as a physical dimension. As partners in the Charter project, we are asking 
Druids throughout the UK to hold ceremonies with and for the trees. 

What follows is a suggested ceremony for groups to use. It requires a 
minimum of two experienced ceremonialists. Our aim is to engage as many 
people as possible with the spirits of our native trees. To this end, we ask 
that ceremonies be open and welcoming to the public. We strongly 
recommend inviting local authorities, conservation groups, trade bodies, 
schools, colleges, etc. to attend. The ceremony is designed to be short, 
focused and to offer opportunities to join in to people who have no 
previous experience with ceremonies of this type.

We recommend that ceremonies are held out-of-doors and in the 
presence of actual trees wherever possible. Be sure to obtain permission for 
site use from land-owners or local authorities.

Feel free to alter the beginning and end of the ceremony if you have 
different ways of working, but please retain the central section honouring 
specific trees at the four quarters and the central World Tree (pages 5 & 6). 

We have suggested the Oak as our World Tree at the centre of the 
circle, since the Oak has played such a prominent part in British history. 
There may be another obviously dominant tree species in your part of the 
country. If so, please feel free to substitute it. For example, in North 
Wiltshire, the obvious dominant tree is the Beech, known locally as the 
Queen of the Trees.

As many people attending these ceremonies will have no prior 
experience of similar ones, we suggest briefly explaining each part of the 
ceremony before it is performed. You can use the short explanations we've 
included in the text as a basis.
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Bring bread and mead for offerings.
A version of this ceremony was first performed at the Canopy 

gathering organised by the Woodland Trust at Talton Lodge, Warwickshire, 
March 4th - 5th 2016.

The Call for Peace
We begin by calling for peace at each of the four cardinal points. There are 
two main variations of the Call for Peace, that used by the Order of Bards, 
Ovates and Druids (OBOD) and a slightly different one used by the British 
Druid Order (BDO) and others. Use whichever version resonates best with 
you, or use words of your own that convey the same meaning.

OBOD Call for Peace
Let us begin by giving peace to the quarters, for without peace can no 
work be.

(Move to salute each direction in turn, crossing the circle, then returning to 
place in the circle.)
May there be peace in the North.

May there be peace in the South.
May there be peace in the West.

May there be Peace in the East.
All: May there be peace throughout the whole world.

BDO Call for Peace
We begin by giving peace to the quarters, for without peace no work 
can be.
(Beginning in the East, move to salute each direction in turn, then return to 
place in the circle.)

May there be Peace in the East.
May there be peace in the South.

May there be peace in the West.
May there be peace in the North.

All: May there be peace throughout all the worlds.
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Weaving the Circle
When working public ceremonies, circles are not woven as impermeable 
barriers, but made so that people can move in or out of them at need, while 
still maintaining a boundary through which the spirits we invite may pass 
while others may not. One ceremonialist goes sunwise (clockwise) around 
the outside of the circle playing a musical instrument, preferably one made 
of wood, e.g. a wooden flute, a wooden-handled rattle or a frame drum. 
This is a way to fix the attention and intention of the group, focusing on 
being there together in the circle for a ceremony. It also draws the attention 
of the spirit world to the fact that a ceremony is about to begin. Meanwhile, 
a second ceremonialist inside the circle weaves words that convey the 
reasons why we are all gathered together, saying something like; 

“We come together in this circle to honour the spirits of the Tree 
people, with whom we share this beautiful Earth. Trees give us endless 
gifts of health, warmth, well-being and the very air we breathe. May 
they become more visible to humankind through the work we do 
together this day.”

Honouring the Three Worlds
(All join hands.)

Let us take three breaths together to honour the three great realms of 
Earth, Sea and Sky, linked by the roots, trunk and branches of the 
World Tree. 
(All take a deep breath in, then let it slowly out)

We take a first breath with the Earth beneath our feet and the deep 
roots.
We take a second breath with the Seas that surround us and the trunk 
that carries water from root to branch.

We take a third breath with the vault of the great Sky above us and the 
spreading, breathing branches.
With the blessings of Earth, Sea and Sky our ceremony begins!

The Awen Chant
We begin by calling the Awen, the flowing spirit of inspiration and 
creativity that is a central to the British Druid tradition, brewed in the 
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cauldron of the goddess, Ceridwen, patroness 
of bards. Rather than wait for inspiration to 
strike, Druids actively seek it out, and one 
way in which we call it to us is to chant its 
name, awen, long and low: aaaaa-ooooo-
eeeee-nnnnn… repeating as often as feels 
right. We invite all in the circle to chant the 
Awen with us and to feel the spirit of 
inspiration flowing to us from the trees 
around us, the earth beneath our feet and the 

circling skies above, filling us with wonderful ideas for things we can 
do for, and give to, the tree people, our rough-coated cousins.
We suggest what's come to be known as a 'rolling awen,' i.e. one where not 
everyone starts or ends together, nor is there a set count … you just start 
and stop when it seems right to do so.

Awen … ad infinitum!
(All release hands)

Honouring the Trees of the Four Quarters
Next we call to the four directions. Normally we call to animal spirits; an 
eagle, hawk, buzzard or other bird for the element of air in the East; a stag, 
fox or wolf in the fiery South; a salmon, otter or other water creature in the 
West; a bear or bull in the North for the element of Earth. In this ceremony, 
we call to tree spirits appropriate to the four directions, Birch, Ash, Alder 
and Yew. Two of these, Birch and Ash, are threatened by disease, as is the 
Oak. Now, more than ever, the trees need our help in return for all they 
have given to us and to our ancestors.

Silver Birch for the East:

“I stand in the quarter of the East, the place of sunrise, springtime and 
the element of Air. Here stands the spirit of the Silver Birch, wearing 
white and pale green, with a voice that sounds like silver bells. 
Graceful, gentle and strong, you are a pioneer, a pathfinder for other 
trees to follow. Spirit of the Birch, I greet you and honour you. May all 
your kind be honoured, blessed and protected.”
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Ash for the South:

“I stand in the quarter of the South, the place of Fire, summer and the 
noonday Sun. Here stands the spirit of the Ash tree, tall and grey. 
Some say the Ash is the World Tree, whose roots reach to the 
Underworld and whose branches brush the high realm of the gods. 
Your logs burn green or old, warming hearth and home, your noble 
stature adorns our woodlands. Spirit of the Ash, I greet you and 
honour you. May all your kind be honoured, blessed and protected.”

Alder for the West: 

“I stand in the quarter of the West, the place of Water, autumn and the 
setting Sun. Here stands the spirit of the Alder, tree of riverbanks, 
brooks and streams, whose roots lace into water, protecting and 
sheltering many creatures. Spirit of the Alder, I greet you and honour 
you. May all your kind be honoured, blessed and protected.”

Yew for the North:
“I stand in the quarter of the North, the place of midnight, winter and 
the cold Earth. Here stands the spirit of the dark-leaved Yew, oldest of 
woods, beautiful ancient, oracle tree, keeper and revealer of secrets. 
Spirit of the Yew, I greet you and honour you. May all your kind be 
honoured, blessed and protected.”

Oak (or other locally dominant species) for the World Tree at the centre.

“I stand at the Centre of the circle. Here stands the mighty Oak, the 
World Tree whose roots, trunk and branches link together the three 
worlds of Earth, Sea and Sky. May we benefit from your strength and 
steadfastness, as our ancestors have done for ages past. Spirit of the 
Oak, I greet you and honour you. May all your kind be honoured, 
blessed and protected.”

Honouring the Spirits and Offering Bread and Mead
And so our circle is complete, the spirits of the Trees awakened at the 
centre and the four directions. Let us call now to the spirits of those 
who would guide us in our efforts to help the Trees to flourish. I call to 
the spirits of this place, and of all the plants and animals around, 
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above and below us, to accept our presence here and to inspire and 
guide our work. I call to our ancestors who walked these ways before 
us and to the old gods of our land. May they too bless, inspire and 
guide us. 
In their name, I bless these gifts of bread and mead and offer them to 
our Mother Earth and to all her children, that none may know hunger 
or thirst. So may it be!

(Scatters bread and pours mead onto the earth.)

Tree Chant
This should be accompanied by powerful rhythmic drumming as its 
intention is to raise energy that we can all use to benefit the Trees. To get 
the tune and rhythm, go to Youtube and search 'Spirits of the Trees – 
Greywolf.' Feel free to replace it with another chant if you like. Rudyard 
Kipling's 'Tree Song' refers specifically to England but is otherwise good.

Oak, Ash and Alder, Silver Birch and Yew,
Spirits of the Trees, our blessings go to you.

Oak, Ash and Alder, Silver Birch and Yew,
Spirits of the Trees, our blessings go to you.

Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,
Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,

Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,
Among the woods so green-o.

Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,
Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,

Hey down, derry down, derry derry down,
Among the woods so green-o.

Repeat as often as you like. Towards the end, you can switch to just 
chanting the 'Hey down, derry down' section, up to and including 'Among 
the woods so green-o' whilst the drum beat gets faster and faster, only 
stopping when it's so fast it's impossible to keep up! 'Hey down, derry 
down' is a piece of rigmarole found in several early folk songs, believed to 
derive from the old Celtic languages of Britain and meaning something 
like 'dance around the Oak grove.'
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Power!
Having raised lots of good energy for the trees from chanting, drumming and 
dancing, it's time to start directing it. Get everyone in the circle to crouch 
down and put their hands flat on the ground. Then rise up, slowly at first, 
finally flinging their arms in the air. Do this while saying the Welsh word, 
grym (pronounced grum with the u as in put), meaning 'energy, strength, 
powerfulness.' Start with a low, growly Grrrrrr, with hands flat on the ground, 
then get louder as you rise up, ending with arms raised high on the 'm,' giving 
some of the good power of the ceremony out into the world for the benefit of 
all the world's trees. As people leave the circle, the excess energy they carry 
with them should be taken and given to a tree or trees by laying hands on it 
(them) and wishing it (them) well. Simple, but it works!

The Closing
Normally when opening a circle, we would have invited the spirits of the four 
quarters to enter the circle and bring in their blessings. Here, we honoured the 
trees at the quarters rather than inviting them in, so we don't need to bid them 
farewell at the end of the ceremony. We close the circle, bidding farewell to 
those spirits we did invite to join us at the beginning, i.e. spirits of place, 
ancestors and the old gods of our lands. Then unweave the circle by going 
around its outside anti-clockwise with the flute/rattle/drum or other instrument 
while person inside the circle says: 

“As we cast this circle of light in honour of the Spirits of the Trees, we ask 
that the ripples of ideas from this gathering flow out and flourish in the 
wider world, for the Trees and for the benefit of all living beings. Take the 
seeds of inspiration planted here, nurture them and grow your own 
creative words and deeds, for Trees, Woods and People, so that all may 
grow, flourish and be strong.”
End with the closing words: 

“In peace we began. Peace without and peace within, until we meet again. 
So may it be.”

For more information about the Charter for Trees, go to: spiritsofthetrees.uk 
or treecharter.uk – for more information about Druidry, go to: or druidry.org 
or druidry.co.uk or druidnetwork.org
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